[bookmark: _GoBack]HIGH COUNTRY PRIDE ACADEMIC AWARD

$500 per Semester

Eligibility:   Will be awarded to a student who identifies as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer, or ally who is actively enrolled in at least three-quarter-time post-secondary education, including GED (or high school diploma equivalent), Associate's or technical degrees; is in good standing; has demonstrated community service; and resides in Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Mitchell, Watauga, Wilkes, or Yancey county.  Award winner must attend public scholarship presentation ceremony and certify agreement to perform 20 hours of community service in support of High Country Pride, Inc., such as working as a volunteer representing High Country Pride or assisting with organized High Country Pride events or social activities.  An award winner may reapply for the following or a later semester’s scholarship.

Application Process:   Students will complete an application (including questionnaire, proof of enrollment, G.P.A., employment history, two references), and interview (finalists).  Application for fall semester must be submitted by October 30, 2011.  Application for spring semester must be submitted by February 28, 2012.  Send completed applications to: Info@highcountrypride.org  or mail to: Boone Pride, PO Box 1971, Boone, NC 28607.  

Selection and Award Process:  The High Country Pride Scholarship Committee will review the applications and select finalists and scholarship winner.  The committee will consist of members of the High Country Pride Board, diverse members from the LGBT community, and/or representatives from higher education.  The fall semester award recipient will be contacted by November 30, 2011.  The spring semester award recipient will be contacted by March 30, 2012.  Payment will be made directly to the student.

Judging Criteria:  The following will be considered by the scholarship committee:

- Academic potential and/or evidence of academic achievement 
- Participation/leadership in school/community with priority given to those with             LGBTIQ experience 
- Future goals and determination to achieve them 
- Sense of personal integrity, ethical judgment, and honesty  
- Positive image of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex or ally communities 
- Evidence of financial need 

Contact:  Info@highcountrypride.org

Note:  Depending upon the High Country Pride budget, a maximum of $1,000 will be awarded per academic year.
 


APPLICATION FOR HIGH COUNTRY PRIDE ACADEMIC AWARD

Application must be submitted by October 30th, 2011.  Send to Info@highcountrypride.org  or mail to: Boone Pride, PO Box 1971, Boone, NC, 28607.

Basic Information

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Birth date: 

Institution for which scholarship is requested: 

Degree sought: 

Current GPA (if beyond first semester in college):

Signature verifying accuracy, honesty, agreement to attend award ceremony, and agreement to perform 20 hours of community service in support of High Country Pride, Inc.

 _____________________________________________________________________


Attachments:

1. Questionnaire .  Pick two of the three questions (a, b, c) and answer in 500 words or less. 

a.  What are your future goals and how do you plan to achieve them? 
b.  How has being lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, or an ally affected your life?  Describe how you have affirmed your identity as a lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender person, or ally. 
c.  What achievement or accomplishment has made you especially proud?

2. List education history
3. List extra-curricular and community activities (with explanations if necessary)
4. List leadership history (with explanations if necessary)
5. List honors and achievements (with explanations if necessary)
6. List GLBT service or leadership
7. Contact information for references from two persons (other than relatives) including at least one academic faculty or staff member and one from a social, civic, employment, religious or peer group
8. Proof of enrollment in current semester (copy of your current semester’s schedule)

Check the boxes where you agree we may publicize your identity.  We want to ensure your privacy is protected.

___ Name/photo in local press release       ___ Name/photo on website      

___ Name/photo in queer publications      ___ Included in your school’s scholarship awards ceremony  

___ None of the above 
